
Fundraising for SCT.  
All our best tips are in 
this information pack.



... and thank you for your 
interest in supporting the 
work of the Spitalfields  
Crypt Trust. 
Homelessness in London is 
on the rise. Rough sleeping 
has more than doubled since 
2010 and is set to rise by 
76% in the next ten years. 
Through your fantastic 
fundraising efforts, we are 
able to make a big difference 
to homeless people and 
those with complex drug and 
alcohol addictions.
We receive no direct 
Government funding so with 
your help, we can continue 
to provide a vital lifeline for 
homeless people through 
our regular homeless drop-in 
service which provides food, 
warmth and advice.
And we can support those 
ready to start their recovery 
from addiction, begin a 
personal and compassionate 
plan to help break the cycle 
of addiction.
 

Like you, we would 
really like the problems 
of homelessness and 
addictions to be eradicated.
But until they are, we’ll  
keep providing holistic 
services with care, creativity 
and compassion to help 
the lives of those with the 
greatest need.
Thank you for playing your 
brilliant part in this – helping 
us to move more homeless 
people into a home and  
into recovery.

Steve Coles 
CEO

Hello!

GET IN TOUCH! 
Our contact details are:

Emails  
mike.coffey@sct.org.uk or  
stephen.armstrong@sct.org.uk

Fundraising telephone 
020 7613 5722

 @recoverypathway

 Facebook.com/recoverypathway



Where does  
the money go?

Our small and friendly drop-
in centre offers hot food and 
drinks as well as practical 
support and information  
to those who are homeless 
and socially isolated 

 
In our drop-in centre:

£8 could provide a warm meal 
in a welcoming safe space for 
someone sleeping rough

£30 could pay to train a 
volunteer which helps 
expand an affordable 
workforce enabling the 
charity to reach more people

Our Recovery Hub provides 
counselling and workshops 
relating to relapse 
prevention, recovery and 
therapy, as well as training 
and development courses 

 
In our Recovery Hub:

£20 could pay for an hour 
of therapy for someone 
beginning their journey  
of recovery

£48 could cover a tutor for 
two woodwork sessions, 
helping six people improve 
their job prospects

£87 could give specialist 
employment support to 
someone ready to live 
independently



Anyone can fundraise!

 1 — SPORTING EVENTS 

Whether you need an excuse to get into 
shape or you’re a keen athlete, any sporting 
event can be sponsored. What’s more, it 
doesn’t have to be an official event. It can 
be your very own tailor-made challenge! 
Here are a few examples of some possible 
events from which to choose: 

 RUN  
From a 5 or 10k to a half or full marathon – 
there’s a race with your name on it

 CYCLE   
From the ‘London to Brighton’, ‘Prudential 
Ride London’ to ‘London to Paris’, all  
you need is a bike and helmet to make  
it happen

 DO AN OBSTACLE COURSE  
Whether it’s ‘Tough Mudder,’ the  
‘Spartan Challenge’ or ‘Nuclear Races’  
if you are looking for great team events  
to do with colleagues or friends these  
are surefire winners

 WALK   
From the ‘Three Peaks Challenge’  
or the ‘Thames Path to the Thames 
Bridges’ walk, if walking’s your thing 
there’s no shortage of options

Get sponsored, charge entrance, sell tea, 
coffee and cakes at the side lines, you 
could even sell pompoms to help the crowd 
cheer the others on! 

We believe that 
whoever/wherever you 
are there is a fundraising 
event for you



Anyone can fundraise!

 2 — IN THE OFFICE 

Shake the office up with a fundraising 
event! In the office they are a great way  
of encouraging staff to socialise.  
Here are a few suggestions to consider:

 CASUAL CLOTHES DAY  
 OR LOUDEST T-SHIRT DAY  
Dig deep into your wardrobe and release 
those hidden gems

 CRAZY HAIR DAY   
Ever seen your boss in a wig?    

 RAFFLE   
The winner takes it all

 CAKE SALE   
Show off your baking skills and tempt  
your colleagues away from their diets

 DINNER DANCE   
A classy affair if you feel you have  
the moves

 NIGHT AT THE RACES  
Get the adrenalin pumping

 QUIZ NIGHT   
Put your boss to the test

  BREAK-TIME BINGO   
Take to the stage to call out those numbers

 PUB CRAWL   
Even more fun in fancy dress. You could 
even get local pubs involved

 KARAOKE  
Occasionally embarrassing, always fun

 MURDER MYSTERY PARTY  
Go all-out Poirot for an evening of 
investigative fun

 3 — AT UNIVERSITY 

University is a great time to hold charity 
events, but remember money is tight so 
keep costs low. Get the Student’s Union 
behind you, particularly the Student Union 
bar — they may be able to offer you a 
venue or help with publicity. A few ideas:

 PUB QUIZ   
Put that higher education to the test

  FANCY DRESS PARTY  
Find out somewhere that can offer drink 
promotions

 CAKE SALE   
Get into studios and lectures with plates 
full of cakes, always a winner

 BARBEQUE  
On campus at lunch time,  
who could possibly resist?

 GARDEN PARTY   
Ideal for a summer evening

 CHEESE AND WINE  
 EVENING   
For a more sophisti- 
cated crowd



Anyone can fundraise!
 4 — IN SCHOOL 

Get your school involved with SCT!  
But remember to get permission from  
your headmaster and teacher before going 
ahead with fundraising events in school. 
Possibilities of what you could try  
your hand at: 

 NON-UNIFORM DAY  
Pay £1 to wear jeans to school for the day. 
Bargain!

 JUMBLE SALE / BOOK SALE  
Dig out your forgotten treasures 

 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT  
Pay 50p to enter and show off your  
hidden talents

 FASHION SHOW  
The shoes must go on

 TALENT SHOW  
Pay 50p to enter and show off your  
hidden talents

 5 — OTHER EVENTS 

 HAIR CUT / SHAVE  
Off with the mop to raise some funds

 WEIGHT LOSS  
A great source of motivation to shift those 
unwanted pounds

 QUIT SMOKING  
Another great source of motivation  
to quit once and for all

 ART EXHIBITION  
Hold an exhibition in your office

 CAROL SINGING  
At the appropriate time of year of course...

 SMOOTHIE MORNING  
Sell your own delicious concoctions



Harry first came to SCT 
in January 2016. He had a 
flat and a good job (that he 
hated), but in January 2014, 
he sold his flat, left his job 
and started drinking heavily. 
Harry’s story:  
 
I have no explanation as 
to why I did what I did, 
except that alcoholism and 
depression seem to go hand 
in hand with some people.
Two years later, skint, skeletal 
and scared, I was found 
unconscious. My brother and 
doctor got involved, and I 
was referred to Acorn House, 
SCT’s supported housing.
Acorn House to me was a 
place of refuge. It made you 
feel less alone to hear from 
others that had had similar 
journeys into the madness. 
Whilst in Acorn House I 
began attending an art 
course. Now almost three 
years later I paint and  
draw all the time. 

As for alcohol, I hardly ever 
think about it (I take it one 
day at a time of course).
It’s because of SCT that I find 
myself feeling kinda “happy”.
Not every day of course, that 
would be mad. It wouldn’t be 
too much to say that without 
the people at SCT, I and a 
lot of other people would be 
very much worse off than we 
are today.

You will be helping 
people like Harry



Some helpful tips

Encourage local businesses 
to get involved. It will 
promote them as well as 
help you raise more.
Use social media  
(Facebook, Twitter or 
LinkedIn) to help you 
fundraise.
Ask your local pub to put a 
bucket/pot on the bar for 
people to put their spare 
change in.
Ask your employers if  
they do matched funding.  
It’s a brilliant way of 
boosting your fundraising.

Ask any business contacts 
to support you.
Keep people informed of 
what it is you are raising for 
by blogging, sending regular 
updates via email or SMS  
or WhatsApp.
Keep going! And don’t  
forget your efforts help us 
to keep our doors open 
for some of the UK’s most 
vulnerable people. 
Get friends and family to help 
you fundraise, through their 
help you will be able to reach 
a larger amount of sponsors. 

Sign up to JustGiving.com
Opening your own fundraising page on one of the sites 
makes it easy for people to donate online. And remember 
to make your page as personal to you as possible by saying 
why you’re fundraising for SCT and include some photos as 
well. This really helps to encourage people to support you. 
Both sites also automatically collect Gift Aid. 



Planning your event

1  Firstly, work out  
what type of event you 
want to put on
2  Think: about who is 

likely to attend.
3  Where: is the most 

appropriate place to hold  
the event?
4  When: think about  

who is likely to attend and 
how best to invite them.  
Is this best done via 
Facebook, Twitter or a  
good old-fashioned letter?
5  Money: how much 

will the event cost? What 
is it appropriate to charge 
people? Think about what 
resources you already have 
to cut costs.
6  Publicity: create 

awareness of both the event 
and the work of SCT. We can 
help you with posters, local 
press and media.

The Law

Make sure your event is safe and law abiding.  
Make sure you have permission from the land-owner 
on which you are having the event (even if it is a 
public place you may need to inform the local council). 
Consider noise pollution. If selling food in public check 
with your local council about licensing and permission. 

Raffles cannot have cash prizes and you must not 
spend more than £250 on the prizes (does not include 
donated prizes).

Gift Aid

If any donations are given by tax payers remember they 
can be gift aided. This provides SCT with an extra 25p 
per £1 donated. This can make a massive difference to 
the amount you are able to raise. 

If donations are cash you need to get the donor’s 
address (including postcode) and signature. (The donor 
must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital 
gains tax at least equal to the tax that we reclaim on 
donations in the tax year.) Just Giving and Virgin Money 
Giving automatically collect Gift Aid.

7  Make sure you let us 
know what you’re doing so 
we can give you the maximum 
amount of help and support.
8  Don’t forget about social 

media... Is Twitter the best 
way to reach out? Or is it 
Facebook or Instagram?



With your help 
we can do more!

We don’t receive direct Government 
funding for our work. Around half of our 
income comes from our charity shops, 
which help to finance some of the 
services we provide. For the other half we 
rely on the generous support of the public 
and of the business community. 

Find out more ways to help us on:  
sct.org.uk/support-us

Follow us on Twitter: 
       @recoverypathway

Sign up to receive our e-newsletter  
sct.org.uk/stay-in-touch

Registered office: Acorn House 116-118 Shoreditch High Street  London  E1 6JN.  
Spitalfields Crypt Trust is registered in England and Wales and limited by 
guarantee. Registered Charity Nº 1075947 Company Nº 3734793


